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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact John Bebow (734-474-0166) or Peter Pratt (517-881-1873) or Ken Sikkema (517-243-5897)
PRESS RELEASE & MEDIA PRIMER: CHILDREN’S LEADERSHIP COUNCIL APPLAUDS GOV. RICK SNDYER’S BUDGET EXPANSION OF MICHIGAN’S PUBLIC PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
The Children’s Leadership Council of Michigan (CLCM) today applauded Governor Rick Snyder’s recommended expansion of the Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP),  the state’s public preschool program for income-eligible four year olds.
The CLCM is a group of business leaders from across Michigan who actively support wise investment in early childhood initiatives that are proven to help our state’s youngest children thrive.

Governor Snyder plans to increase the GSRP budget from $109 million now to $174 million in FY2013-14 and $239 million in FY2014-15.
“This makes a tremendous difference,” Governor Snyder said in his budget address. “We need to be looking to kids when they are 3 and 4 and the real return is when these kids have outstanding careers and are living in this state and having kids of their own.”

Noting that 29,000 Michigan four year olds are eligible for GSRP but not enrolled because there are not enough slots, the governor said this new investment is designed to dramatically close that gap.

“Look at this tremendous opportunity,” Snyder said. “By doing this we can make a dramatic change in their lives.”
Many details remain to be worked out, but preliminary projections by Public Sector Consultants and The Center for Michigan suggest that the increased investment outlined by the governor this increased investment can result in more than 16,000 additional four year olds receiving half- or full-day GSRP preschool over the next two years. 
“Michigan must provide its children this path toward long-term prosperity,” said CLCM co-chairs Doug Luciani and Debbie Dingell. “Expanding public preschool will result in considerable gains in school readiness, reading and math proficiency, and a variety of long-term public savings. Learning does not start at Kindergarten. To move the needle on educational achievement we absolutely must start earlier.”

The CLCM also praised Sen. Roger Kahn, R-Saginaw Township and chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, for first setting the goal of $130 million in annual GSRP expansion several months ago. 
“Senator Kahn and Governor Snyder are leading the way on this key education reform strategy,” Dingell and Luciani said. “House Speaker Jase Bolger, Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville, leading Democrats in the legislature, numerous education and early childhood groups, and more than 100 statewide business leaders also have all recently pointed to the need to expand early childhood programs. The opportunity to deliver on that promise has never been greater.”

Governors across the nation this year have pledged deeper investment in the research-proven methods of public preschool and early childhood programs. In the end, the Children’s Leadership Council of Michigan expects the GSRP increase proposed by Governor Snyder and Senator Kahn to be one of the largest – if not the largest – early childhood program expansions in the country. 

Michigan Schools Superintendent Mike Flanagan also has worked hard for this GSRP expansion, arguing that the state’s goals to improve currently lagging grade school math and reading proficiency could not be met without first expanding public preschool.
On Thursday, Governor Snyder also said he expected the GSRP expansion to “result in significant K-12 savings.” Research supports that expectation.  

The Center for Michigan and Public Sector Consultants conducted a preliminary analysis of the potential impacts of the governor’s proposed GSRP expansion. In doing so, CFM and Public Sector Consultants relied on two major studies: 

· The High Scope Educational Research Foundation longitudinal study of GSRP results: www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GSRP_Evaluation_397470_7.pdf
· “Cost Savings Analysis of School Readiness in Michigan,” by Wilder Research: http://greatstartforkids.org/sites/default/files/file/ECIC_WilderStudy.pdf
Extrapolating from those two studies, CFM and PSC projected the following possible savings resulting from Gov. Snyder’s planned GSRP expansion:

· Approximately $70 million in near-term and long-term savings due to reduced K-12 grade repetitions.

· Approximately $30 million in near-term savings due to reduced special education costs.

· Potentially as much as $250 million in additional near-term and long-term savings due to reduced costs for teacher turnover, juvenile corrections, and child welfare,  adult corrections, public assistance, unemployment benefits and child care subsidies.

“National research has long suggested that investment in high-quality early childhood programs essentially pays for itself over time through improved student learning and reduced social costs to the taxpayers,” Luciani and Dingell said. “Early childhood investment is about return on investment.” 

To aid journalists covering this issue, the CLCM provides the following background information. Our hope is that the source material below is helpful to you for news stories and editorials in reaction to the Executive Budget Presentation:
THE MICHIGAN EARLY CHILDHOOD BUSINESS PLAN: More than 100 statewide business executives have endorsed this plan (thecenterformichigan.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Early-Childhood-Folder.pdf) calling for the state to offer publicly funded preschool to all Michigan four year olds who are eligible. The state’s Great Start Readiness preschool program currently serves about 23,000 four year olds per year. Some 30,000 additional four year olds are eligible but not enrolled because the state has not funded slots for them. This business plan also outlines the economic and learning case and describes nationwide business advocacy for early childhood strategies. 
MICHIGAN’S FORGOTTEN FOUR YEAR OLDS: The 18 chapters in this report from The Center for Michigan’s Bridge Magazine (bridgemi.com/michigans-forgotten-4-year-olds/) outline in detail how preschool dramatically boosts 3rd Grade reading and math proficiency for at-risk students, presents all the unmet preschool need by region, puts names and faces on the problem, and proposes numerous solutions.
The more than 100 business leaders who are part of the Children’s Leadership Council of Michigan are willing to stand on the measurable results of greater Pre-K investment. They are confident Michigan will see compelling improvement in grade school reading and math proficiency if the Snyder administration and the Legislature take the courageous approach to invest in a comprehensive Pre-K education strategy. 
